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Introduction
Advanced Task Scheduler -  is  a multifunctional  task scheduler,  which allows launching 
programs, scripts and batch files, opening documents and Internet pages, displaying popup 
reminders,  playing  sounds,  sending  messages,  shutting  down  and  restarting  computer, 
stopping running processes, establishing and closing dial-up connections - automatically. 

Advanced Task Scheduler offers full set of scheduling tools that allow running scheduled 
tasks automatically once,  minutely,  hourly,  daily,  monthly,  yearly,  in  specified period of 
time  after  starting  the  computer  or  by such  events  as  hot  key,  computer  idle,  dial-up 
connection established/terminated, user logged on/logged off, program started/stopped and 
so on.

Advanced Task Scheduler can automate many of your routine tasks. Automatic launching of 
programs with flexible set of planning tools will set you free from having to wait until some 
time to run needed applications. Popup reminders let you not forget important things that 
you were planning to get done. Automatic shutdown feature allows leaving the computer 
running while  being sure that  it  will  be shut  down at  specified hour.  The capability of 
stopping  processes  at  specified  hour  makes  it  possible  not  only  starting  programs 
automatically but stopping programs automatically as well. Automatic opening and closing 
dial-up connections allows both establishing and closing dial-up connections at extremely 
accurate moment of time. 

Advanced Task Scheduler places its icon to system tray. This provides access to all features 
of the scheduler via the popup menu, which appears by right-clicking on the icon. Advanced 
Task Scheduler can also be restored by pressing the hotkey. 

Advanced Task Scheduler can be started as a Windows Service and work in the background 
so it will not take a place on the desktop but all scheduled tasks will work normally. This 
feature allows run Advanced Task Scheduler even when no user is logged on. 

Advanced Task Scheduler can record all executed tasks to the a log file or send them to an 
email address. With this log, you will always be informed which task and at what time was 
executed. The event log can be printed out at any time. 

To  install  and  use  Advanced  Task  Scheduler,  you  will  need  any computer  capable  of 
running the operating system Microsoft Windows 9x/Me/NT/2000/XP/Server 2003/Server 
2008/Vista/7.

Features
• Small and easy to use;

• Several flexible types of scheduling;

• Ability to wake up computer from hibernation/standby before starting a task;

• Automatically starts applications, installs/uninstalls services;

• Displays  reminder  messages  as  a  popup  window,  a  balloon  tip  or  a  transparent 
window near task bar;

• Kills processes and closes windows;
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• Automatically establishes and terminates Dial-up network connections;

• Plays alarm sounds;

• Logoff, restart, shutdown or power off, suspend or hibernate computer;

• Sends e-mail and network messages;

• Sends key sequences to a window;

• Logs all made automatic starts;

• Can be installed as Windows Service;

• Compatible with all 32 and 64 bit Windows operating systems; 

• Free support and upgrades to registered users.

Compare versions
Advanced Task Scheduler comes in two separate products: Advanced Task Scheduler 
Professional and Advanced Task Scheduler Basic.

Compare features of both products and see which one suits your needs better:

Feature Professional  
Edition

Basic Edition

Store settings and task list in the system registry.
Store settings and task list in a folder.
Encrypt settings and task list.
Write log to a file.
Send log to email (one entry per email).
Send log to email (once a day/week/month).
Start task only if one of the users specified in the global 
settings is logged on and active.
Start task only if one of the users specified in the task 
settings is logged on and active.
Do  not  run  task  when  its  another  instance  is  being 
executed.
Wake up computer from standby or hibernate mode.
Start task as a user by passwordless authorization.

Shortcut types
One shortcut for each task.
Several shortcuts for each task. All shortcuts executed 
one by one.
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Feature Professional  
Edition

Basic Edition

Control statements which allows evaluating a sequence 
of  shortcuts  when  condition  is  true  and  evaluating  a 
different  sequence of  shortcuts  when condition  is  not 
true.
Execute application
Save stdout to the log
Terminate application if it is running for specified time
Display message
Start/stop/pause/continue a service
Kill process
Destroy window
Establish Dial-Up connection
Hangup Dial-Up connection
Play sound
Turn off/reboot/log off computer
Send network message
Send e-mail message
Send keys sequence
HTTP transfer
FTP transfer

Schedule types
One schedule for each task.
Several schedules for each task. Task is executed when 
one of the schedule types is triggered.
Complex  schedule  types  when  each  schedule  type 
includes all previous schedule types. For example Daily 
schedule  type  includes  Hourly  schedule  type  which 
allows  you to  run  your  task  hourly only in  specified 
days.
Run once
Run minutely
Run hourly
Run daily
Run weekly
Run monthly
Run yearly
Run on startup
Hot Key
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Feature Professional  
Edition

Basic Edition

Computer idle
Computer ceases idle
RAS connection
Logon watch
Window watch
Process watch
File watch
Run on holiday
Randomized time

System requirements

Software
Advanced  Task  Scheduler  supports  the  following  operating  systems:  Windows  95, 
Windows 98, Windows ME, Windows NT, Windows 2000, Windows XP, Windows 
Server 2003, Windows Server 2008, Windows Vista and Windows 7.

Hardware
Advanced Task Scheduler can be run on any computer running one of the following 
operating systems: Windows 95, Windows 98, Windows ME, Windows NT, Windows 
2000, Windows XP, Windows Server 2003, Windows Server 2008, Windows Vista and 
Windows 7.

To install Advanced Task Scheduler, you will need at least 12 MB of free disk space. 

Installation

How to Install Advanced Task Scheduler:
1) Download the latest version of Advanced Task Scheduler from our site;

2) Run the installation program;

2) After installation, Advanced Task Scheduler will initially execute with the default 
settings.  The  default  settings  are  enough  to  realize  the  basic  functions  of  task 
scheduling. 

If you downloaded Advanced Task Scheduler without installation program:
Unzip  downloaded  archive  anywhere  on  your  hard  drive  and  start 
advscheduler_proadm.exe (Professional  Edition)  or  advscheduler_bscadm.exe 
(Basic Edition).

Updating and reinstalling Advanced Task Scheduler:
If you want to upgrade your Advanced Task Scheduler version, download the latest 
version from our site and start the installation program. During the installation process 
all  system changes will  be made automatically.  Program will  be upgraded but your 
preferences, scheduled tasks and registration information will be kept.
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Uninstalling Advanced Task Scheduler:
If  you  want  to  uninstall  Advanced  Task  Scheduler,  open  Add/Remove  Programs 
applet  from  your  Control  Panel,  select  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  (Repair  or 
Remove) item from the list on Install/Uninstall tab and click Add/Remove button.

Registration
Advanced Task Scheduler is shareware. This means that we have made the software 
available to you for free evaluation. You are entitled to evaluate the software for up to 
30 days without obligation to pay. After 30 days, if you decide to keep the software, 
you must register your copy with us.

To order Advanced Task Scheduler, please use the following link: 

http://www.advscheduler.com/purchase.html

After  the  order  is  accepted  by our  sales  agent,  you'll  be  sent  an  e-mail  receipt  with 
important order and customer service information. A registration number will be e-mailed 
to you within 24 hours, which you will use to register the software by entering it into the 
registration dialog exactly as shown in the registration e-mail. It is important to remember 
that character case, punctuation, and spaces are significant. We suggest that you copy and 
paste  the  name and number  directly from your  registration  e-mail  to  the  registration 
dialog.

• You can use one copy of the software on only a single computer at any one time.

• Money-back  guarantee:  If  for  any reason  you're  not  happy with  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler, simply let us know within the first 30 days and we'll give you the full, prompt 
refund. No questions asked!

Contact
Thank  you  for  trying  Advanced  Task  Scheduler.  We  hope  you’ll  enjoy using  this 
software.

Please feel free to contact us with any your questions, suggestions and bug reports by 
following addresses:

support@advscheduler.com
Please read the FAQ and write if you have additional questions or problems.

sales@advscheduler.com
If you don’t  receive your registration code in  a timely manner,  or if  you’ve lost  it, 
please  let  us  know.  Please  include  your  name,  address,  email  address,  and  order 
confirmation number (if you have it). We will be happy to help you.
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translation@advscheduler.com
If you want to translate this program to your language please feel free to contact us. In 
return  for  the  translation  we don’t  yet  have,  we are  offering  you a  free  license  of 
Advanced Task Scheduler.

You can read more how to translate Advanced Task Scheduler in the Translation topic.

Homepage: http://www.southsoftware.com
http://www.advscheduler.com

Translation
If you want to translate Advanced Task Scheduler to your language, you only need to 
translate  a  single  file  that  contains  all  text  strings  that  are  used in  Advanced Task 
Scheduler. To read translation instructions, please follow this link

http://www.advscheduler.com/morelanguages.html
In return for the translation that we don’t yet have, we are offering you a free license of 
Advanced  Task  Scheduler.  Please  send  us  your  translation  to  the  following  email 
address:  translation@advscheduler.com or  contact  our  Support  Service  at 
http://www.advscheduler.com/support.html.

Hints and Tips
The “Tip of the Day” dialog box is normally displayed when you start Advanced Task 
Scheduler. You can turn “Tip of the Day” off by the check box bellow and later want 
see the tips, select Tip of the Day from the Help pull-down menu. 

Total number of tasks started by Advanced Task Scheduler you can always find in the 
Stats section of the preferences screen.

Learn to use the Windows HtmlHelp system! Most modern Windows programs use the 
HtmlHelp system, so you will quickly make up for the time you spend learning it by 
being more productive in most your Windows applications. To get started, select How 
to Use Help from the Help menu. 

When Advanced Task Scheduler is minimized to an icon in the system tray, its icon 
may be added to the Alt-Tab dialog by Add icon to Alt-Tab dialog when minimized 
option on the Run tab of the preferences screen.

For  answers  to  Frequently  Asked  Questions  (FAQs),  select  Frequently  Asked 
Questions from the Advanced Task Scheduler  Help pull-down menu or  click  here 
now. 

For a complete Tip of the Day list,  select  Hints and Tips from the Advanced Task 
Scheduler Help pull-down menu.

You can temporarily suspend scheduling a task,  not  deleting it,  by  Disable task(s) 
command from the Tasks menu. To enable task select the Enable task(s) command.

Windows XP hides some inactive icons from the system tray. You can make Advanced 
Task Scheduler icon always visible by selecting  Keep tray icon visible in Windows 
XP option in the preferences screen.
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Advanced Task Scheduler window does not close by  button on its caption. It just 
minimizes  to  the system tray icon.  To close Advanced Task Scheduler,  select  Exit 
Advanced Task Scheduler command from window menu, which appears by mouse 
click on the icon in the left side of window caption, or by Alt-Space keystroke.

You can enable Advanced Task Scheduler to show current time in the status bar of its 
main  window by  Show time in Status  Bar option  on the  Run tab  of  preferences 
screen.  This  option  may be  useful  when  you  testing  or  exploring  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler’s schedule types.

To change properties of scheduled task, select it  from the list  on main window and 
press ENTER key, or double click scheduled task by left mouse button.  The dialog 
window with scheduled task’s properties will appear.

To avoid unsolicited closing the Advanced Task Scheduler, you can select Ask before 
exit option on the  Run tab of the preferences screen. By this option Advanced Task 
Scheduler will ask for confirmation before the closing.

You can add programs to the list of scheduled tasks by dragging and dropping it from 
explorer window.

Advanced  Task  Scheduler’s  main  window  can  be  restored  by pressing  the  hotkey 
selected in the  Run tab of the preferences screen. Advanced Task Scheduler’s main 
window will appear when you press the hotkey even when you are working in another 
application.

Advanced Task Scheduler can record all executed tasks to the event log. With this log, 
you will always be informed which task and at what time was executed. The event log 
can be viewed and printed by View Log File command from Options menu.

Frequently Asked Questions
1. What is Advanced Task Scheduler?

Advanced  Task  Scheduler  is  a  powerful  cost-effective  tool  to  schedule  running  of 
applications, batch files, popup reminders, alarms and much more. Tasks can be set to 
run once or every minute, hour, day, week, month, year, etc. or by such events as hot 
key, computer idle and so on.

2. Where can I get it?

You can download it from our web site: 

www.advscheduler.com/download.html.

3. How do I register?

Please  read  more  information  about  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  registration  in  the 
Registration topic.

4. Can Advanced Task Scheduler close a running application?

Yes. Advanced Task Scheduler can close an application by sending it a close signal or 
force kill an application without giving it a chance to save data. 
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5. How do I backup Advanced Task Scheduler settings and/or copy them to another 
computer?

Advanced Task Scheduler Professional and Advanced Task Scheduler Basic: You 
can backup your Advanced Task Scheduler settings and task list by Export and Import 
commands from File menu.

Alternatively,  you  can  backup  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  settings  and  task  list  by 
creating  a  backup  copy  of  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  registry  key: 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Southsoftware\AdvSchedulerPro (settings  for 
current  user)  and 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvSchedulerPro (settings for all 
users)  for  Professional  Edition  or 
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Southsoftware\AdvScheduler (settings for current 
user)  and  HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvScheduler (settings 
for all users) for Basic edition. Professional Edition: If you're storing your settings in a 
folder you need to copy the settings.ini,  tasklist.ini and templog.ini files as 
well. Note: Do not forget to exit Advanced Task Scheduler and stop its service before 
exporting/importing setting to/from registry/files.

Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x: Advanced Task Scheduler keeps all its settings in one 
key in the system registry. In order to save Advanced Task Scheduler settings to an 
importable  file  you need to  start  some registry editor  such  as  REGEDIT and  export 
registry  settings  from  HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Southsoftware\Scheduler 
key to a file. After you’ll need to restore Advanced Task Scheduler settings you must 
open  registry editor  again  and  import  settings  exported  earlier.  If  you  are  running 
Advanced Task Scheduler as service, we recommend to export the following key as 
well: HKEY_USERS\.DEFAULT\Software\Southsoftware\Scheduler. Do not forget to 
exit Advanced Task Scheduler and stop its service before exporting/importing registry 
settings.

6. Why Advanced Task Scheduler doesn’t display help correctly?

If you do not have Internet Explorer 5 or higher, you may need to install Html Help 
feature. You can download Html Help Update (460 KB) here:
http://www.southsoftware.com/hhupd.exe. 

7.  Why  program  does  not  start  with  message  "Cannot  find  import;  DLL may  be 
missing, corrupt or wrong version. File: WS2_32.dll"?

Windows Sockets 1.1 or later must be installed on your computer. You can download 
W95 Winsock Upgrade (963 KB) here:
http://www.southsoftware.com/W95ws2setup.exe. 

8. Why program does not start with message "Your system has old version of Common 
Controls Library (ComCtl32.dll)."?

ComCtl 5.80 or later must be installed on your computer. You can download Platform 
SDK Comctl32 Redistributables (499 KB) here:
http://www.southsoftware.com/50comupd.exe.
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9. How do I correctly reinstall or update Advanced Task Scheduler?

If  you  downloaded  the  installation  program  of  latest  version  of  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler from our site, you need simply start it.  It will detect that Advanced Task 
Scheduler is already installed and will update it, but your preferences, scheduled tasks 
and registration information will be kept.

Please  read  question  16  of  this  FAQ  if  you  are  upgrading  from  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler 1.x to Advanced Task Scheduler Professional or Advanced Task Scheduler 
Basic.

10. Is there any way to capture output from say a batch file to the scheduler log file?

Advanced Task Scheduler Professional: Use "Launch application" schedule type with 
selected "Save stdout to the log" option.

Advanced  Task  Scheduler  Basic  and  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  1.x:  Advanced 
Task Scheduler Basic and Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x do not capture output to the 
log file. However you can redirect batch file output to a file by adding ">" or ">>" to 
shortcut. 

Modify you task as follows:
Executable file name:
your_path\file.bat
Command line arguments:
>> output_file

11. I need to schedule a task which uses network resources but all runs end up either 
"Access Denied" or "File Not Found" error message?

When Advanced Task Scheduler is running as service, it runs under LOCAL SYSTEM 
account. Generally, the default service account, LOCAL SYSTEM has full privilege on 
the local machine but NO PRIVILEGE on a remote system. So any request to access a 
remote resource like your files will fail.

To make it work you can try to specify name and password for an account that has 
enough rights to access your remote files in the Task execution account section of the 
User  account  options tab  of  the  Task  Properties window.  (Advanced  Task 
Scheduler  1.x: this  option  is  named  Run as  user and is  located  on  the  Shortcut 
Properties tab).

Alternatively,  if  your  task  uses  a  remote  shared  folder  you  can  modify 
"NullSessionShares" value in the "HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\Curre
ntControlSet\Services\LanmanServer\Parameters" registry key on the 
REMOTE machine.

See "Service Running as System Account Fails  Accessing Network" topic for more 
instructions. 

12. How can I store log file or Advanced Task Scheduler settings and task list on a 
remote machine?
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To store log file on a remote machine:

In the text field under "Write log file" in the Options section of the Preferences screen 
you need to  specify a  path  to  a  shared folder  on a  remote  machine  (For  example: 
"\\MACHINE\SharedFolder\logfile.log"). 

To store Advanced Task Scheduler settings and task list on a remote machine:

This feature is available in Professional  Edition only.  In the text  field under "Store 
settings and task list  in  files in  the following folder" in  the  Storage section of the 
Preferences screen you need to specify a path to a shared folder on a remote machine 
(For example: "\\MACHINE\SharedFolder\ScheduledTasks"). 

When you run Advanced Task Scheduler as service:

When  Advanced  Task  Scheduler  is  running  as  service  under  LOCAL  SYSTEM 
account,  it  writes  files  located on the remote  machine  successfully when there is  a 
logged on user, if there is no logged on user, all attempts to write to files will fail. To 
avoid such failures you need to change some registry settings on the REMOTE machine 
(where your files are located).

See "Service Running as System Account Fails  Accessing Network" topic for more 
instructions.

13. Can I start Advanced Task Scheduler service under a predefined user account?

Advanced Task Scheduler Professional and Advanced Task Scheduler Basic: Yes, 
you can. Simply go to Control Panel | Administrative Tools | Services, double click 
Advanced Task Scheduler service and specify user account on the Log On tab of the 
Service Properties window.

Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x: Advanced Task Scheduler does not support running 
service under a predefined user account, because services are running under separate 
secured winstation/desktop, you will not have rights to connect to it if your service runs 
under any other account except of LOCAL SYSTEM. If you need to run scheduled task 
under a predefined user account, consider use of "Run as user" option. 

14. Can I buy Advanced Task Scheduler with PayPal?

Yes,  now  we  accept  PayPal.  Please  follow  this  link  to  Advanced  Task  Scheduler 
registration form with PayPal: http://www.www.advscheduler.com/paypal.html. 

15.  Can Advanced Task Scheduler wake up my computer  from standby/hibernation 
before starting a task?

Advanced Task Scheduler Professional: Yes, you can select the "Wake up computer 
if  it  is  in  the  standby  or  hibernate  mode  when  task  shall  start" option  on  the 
Standby/Hibernate Options tab of the Task Properties window.

Advanced Task Scheduler Basic and Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x: This feature is 
not supported.
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16. Can I run Advanced Task Scheduler hidden so user has no access to it?

To start Advanced Task Scheduler hidden:
1.  Set  "dontshowtray"  32-bit  DWORD  value  to  1  in  the 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvSchedulerPro  (Professional 
Edition) or HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvScheduler (Basic 
Edition) registry key.
2. Run advscheduler_proadm.exe or advscheduler_bscadm.exe. If it is already running, 
it becomes hidden.

To start Advanced Task Scheduler normally:
1.  Set  "dontshowtray"  32-bit  DWORD  value  to  0  in  the 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvSchedulerPro  (Professional 
Edition) or HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Southsoftware\AdvScheduler (Basic 
Edition) registry key.
2. Run advscheduler_proadm.exe or advscheduler_bscadm.exe. If it is already running, 
it becomes visible.

17. Does Advanced Task Scheduler support Remote Desktop sessions?

Because of Remote Desktop session is not active console session, scheduled tasks may 
not execute successfully for the Remote Desktop user. If you want to execute task when 
Remote Desktop user is connected, try the following options:

1.  Run task on the hidden desktop on the  User Account Options tab on the  Task 
Properties window – executes task on the hidden desktop regardless of the currently 
active user.

2. Start task for each logged on and valid user on the User Account Options tab on 
the  Task  Properties window  –  executes  task  for  each  logged  on  and  valid  user 
including Remote Desktop users (Professional Edition only).

18. How do I import my task list from Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x to Advanced 
Task Scheduler 2.x?

Advanced  Task  Scheduler  2.x  does  not  import  task  list  from  older  versions 
automatically.  You have to  use  Export  task list command  from the  File menu  of 
Advanced Task Scheduler 1.x to export task list to a file, then use Import command 
from the File menu of Advanced Task Scheduler 2.x to import task list from that file.

19. When my computer wakes up to start a scheduled task it goes back to sleep a 
few minutes later. How can I prevent this behavior?

Windows Vista goes back to sleep or hibernate automatically after a specified period of 
time if  you do not  touch the mouse  or keyboard.  This behavior can be changed as 
described in this topic: "System automatically enters sleep after waking from sleep".

Getting started
Main window

The main program window consists of two tabs: Current User and All Users.
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The  Current  User  tab  contains  the  tasks  that  are  only used  when  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler  is  running and the user is logged on. This tab enables users to create their 
own individual tasks. If you are the system administrator, use this tab to create and 
manage your own personal tasks or tasks that do not require OS privileges. If you are 
not the administrator or are using Windows 9x/ME, you can use this tab only.

The All Users tab contains the tasks that are always active, regardless of the user that is 
currently logged on and even when no users are logged on at all. To schedule tasks for 
all users, you need to install the Advanced Task Scheduler Service. It can be installed 
by pressing the Install Service button on the Service tab of the Preferences window. 
Only system administrators can create and modify tasks for all users. Use this tab for 
tasks that  require OS privileges or in cases when you want these tasks to be active 
regardless of the users currently working in the system.

Each tab contains the list of groups and the list of scheduled tasks from the selected 
group, which can be viewed as one of the following: Large Icons, Small Icons, List and 
Details. When the Details view mode is selected, each item appears in its own line with 
advanced information spread out by the columns. The advanced information includes 
the following six columns:

Name Task name.
Task type Task type (launch application, show reminder, etc.)
Schedule type Detailed description of schedule type.
Schedule period Period of time, when the task is allowed to be scheduled.
Last run time Date and time when the task was last run.
Last start status Status of the last task was start.
Next run time Date and time when the task will be run next time.

This window enables you to print, export and import task lists, create new groups and 
tasks, as well as to modify, copy, duplicate, delete and run existing tasks.

Related topics:
Working with groups
Working with tasks

Working with groups

Creating new group
To create new group: select the Add group command from the Groups menu. In the 
appeared window enter a name for the new group and click OK.

Removing group
To delete group: select the Remove group command from the Groups menu. You will 
be prompted  for  confirmation  of  the  deletion  and,  if  confirmed,  the group with all 
enclosed tasks and groups will be removed.

Modifying a group
To rename group: select the Rename group command from the Groups  menu. In the 
appeared window enter a new name for the group and click OK.
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Copying a group
You can duplicate, copy to clipboard, cut to clipboard and paste from clipboard  groups 
using the appropriate commands from the Groups menu.

Exporting a group
To export a group: select the  Export command from the  File menu in the appeared 
window select the Export selected group option and click OK. 

Working with tasks

Creating new task
To create new scheduled task: select the Add Task Wizard command from the Tasks 

menu or click the button  on the toolbar. This opens the wizard that helps you to set 
up a scheduled task. Alternatively, you can select the  Add Task command from the 

Tasks  menu or click the button  on the toolbar. This opens the dialog window with 
properties of the new task to be scheduled. Select the task type and its automatic start 
time, and then click the OK button to save the task or click the Cancel button to cancel 
creating new task.

Removing scheduled tasks
To delete scheduled task: select the Remove task(s) command from the Tasks menu or 

click the button   on the toolbar.  You will  be prompted  for confirmation  of the 
deletion and, if confirmed, the task will be removed from the list. Scheduled tasks can 
also be removed automatically after their schedule time has expired. To activate this 
feature: in the task properties window select the options  Do not schedule task after 
this date and Remove task if it must no longer be run and enter the date, after which 
the task should no longer be run. The task will be deleted from the list automatically 
once its schedule period has expired.

Modifying task properties
To modify scheduled task’s properties: select the Task properties command from the 

Tasks menu  or  click  the  button   on  the  toolbar.  Also,  to  open  scheduled  task 
properties, you can simply press ENTER on the selected task. The dialog window with 
scheduled task’s properties can be opened directly on the Schedule tab if you select the 

Task schedule properties command from the Tasks menu or click the button  on 
the toolbar.

Executing scheduled tasks
To execute a scheduled task: select the  Run task(s) now command from the  Tasks 

menu or click the button  on the toolbar.

Copying scheduled tasks
You  can  duplicate,  copy  to  clipboard,  cut  to  clipboard  and  paste  from  clipboard 
scheduled tasks  using the appropriate commands from the Tasks menu.

Exporting scheduled tasks
To export  scheduled tasks:  select  the  Export command from the  File menu in  the 
appeared window select the Export scheduled task(s) option and click OK. 

17



Related topics:
Task properties
Shortcut properties
Schedule properties
User account options
Standby/hibernate options
Execution log

Start tasks with Explorer
Some Windows Explorer features such as My Computer,  Recycle Bin,  etc.  may be 
started  from Advanced Task  Scheduler.  To  do  it  type  ‘explorer.exe’  in  the  task 
properties  dialog box under  Executable  file  name label  and under  Command line 
arguments label type one of the following strings (without quotes). Like this: 

Please copy string (without quotes) from this text to the clipboard and paste it where it 
should  be.  Read  more  about  copying  from  the  help  topic  to  the  clipboard  in  the 
Windows help file.

My Computer
“::{20D04FE0-3AEA-1069-A2D8-08002B30309D}” – opens Explorer  Window with 
My Computer folder.

Network Neighborhood
“::{208D2C60-3AEA-1069-A2D7-08002B30309D”  –  opens  Explorer  Window  with 
Network Neighborhood folder.
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Recycle Bin
“::{645FF040-5081-101B-9F08-00AA002F954E}”  –  opens  Explorer  Window  with 
Recycle Bin folder.

Dial-Up
“::{20D04FE0-3AEA-1069-A2D8-08002B30309D}\::{992CFFA0-F557-101A-88EC-
00DD010CCC48}” – opens Explorer Window with Dial-Up folder.

Note that some function can start only under Windows NT and other functions can start 
only under Windows 9x.

Start tasks with RunDLL
Many Windows functions  may be started from Advanced Task Scheduler.  Some of 
these functions  are  listed  here.  For start  any of it  type ‘rundll32.exe’  in  the task 
properties  dialog box under  Executable  file  name label  and under  Command line 
arguments label type one of the following strings (without quotes). Like this: 

Please copy string (without quotes) from this text to the clipboard and paste it where it 
should  be.  Read  more  about  copying  from  the  help  topic  to  the  clipboard  in  the 
Windows help file.

Control Panel
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL” – displays all  the Control Panel icons in an Explorer 
view

Accessibility Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  access.cpl,,5”  –  displays  the  Accessibility  General 
properties
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“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  access.cpl,,1”  –  displays  the  Accessibility  Keyboard 
properties

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  access.cpl,,2”  –  displays  the  Accessibility  Sound 
properties

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  access.cpl,,3”  –  displays  the  Accessibility  Display 
properties

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  access.cpl,,4”  –  displays  the  Accessibility  Mouse 
properties

Add New Hardware Wizard
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL sysdm.cpl @1” – runs the Add New Hardware wizard

Add New Printer Wizard
“shell32.dll,SHHelpShortcuts_RunDLL  AddPrinter”  –  runs  the  Add  New  Printer 
wizard

Add/Remove Programs Property Page
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  appwiz.cpl,,1”  –  displays  the  Install/Uninstall  tab 
selected

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  appwiz.cpl,,2”  –  displays  the  Windows  Setup  tab 
selected

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL appwiz.cpl,,3” – displays the Startup Disk tab selected

Briefcase
“syncui.dll,Briefcase_Create” – Creates a new Briefcase on the desktop

Copy Disk Dialog
“diskcopy.dll,DiskCopyRunDll” – displays the Copy Disk dialog for removable media

Create New Shortcut
“appwiz.cpl,NewLinkHere  {filename}”  –  Displays  the  Create  New Shortcut  dialog. 
Completing the filename in the dialog creates a shortcut at the location specified by 
{filename}

Date & Time Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL timedate.cpl,,0” – displays Set Date & Time properties 
tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL timedate.cpl,,1” - displays the Time Zone properties tab

Dial Up Networking (DUN)
“rnaui.dll,RnaDial {connection name}” – displays the Connect To dialog for the passed 
connection. If connected, displays the connection status dialog.

“rnaui.dll,RnaWizard” – displays the Dial Up Networking Connection Wizard

Display Options
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL desk.cpl,,0” – displays the Background tab selected
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“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL desk.cpl,,1” – displays the Screen Saver tab selected

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL desk.cpl,,2” – displays the Appearance tab selected

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL desk.cpl,,3” - displays the Settings tab selected

Note: Your video adapter may install other property pages into DESK.CPL dynamically 
when  selected  with  its  own  icon  (i.e  an  ATI  or  Matrox  control  panel  icon). 
Additionally, it also may invoke its own control panel applet mimicking the Windows 
display options.

Fonts
“shell32.dll,SHHelpShortcuts_RunDLL FontsFolder”  –  displays  the  Fonts  Folder  in 
Explorer view

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  main.cpl  @3”  -  Also  displays  the  Fonts  Folder  in 
Explorer view

Format Drive Dialog (floppy disk only)
“shell32.dll,SHFormatDrive” – displays the floppy disk Format Drive dialog. Causes 
the Drive A to be accessed on showing.

Game Controllers
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  joy.cpl,,0”  –  displays  the  Game  Controllers  General 
property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL joy.cpl,,1”  -  displays  the  Game Controllers  Advanced 
property page 

HTML
“mshtml.dll,PrintHTML {HTML doc to print}” - sends the passed file to the printer

Internet Explorer 4 Control Panel
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL inetcpl.cpl” – displays Internet Properties, General tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL inetcpl.cpl,,0” – displays Internet Properties, General tab 
(same as above)

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL inetcpl.cpl,,1” – displays Internet Properties, Security tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL inetcpl.cpl,,2” – displays Internet Properties, Content tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  inetcpl.cpl,,3”  –  displays  the  Internet  Control  Panel, 
Connection tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  inetcpl.cpl,,4”  –  displays  the  Internet  Control  Panel, 
Programs tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  inetcpl.cpl,,5”  –  displays  the  Internet  Control  Panel, 
Advanced tab

Joystick Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL joy.cpl” – displays the Joystick property page
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Mail and Fax Options
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL mlcfg32.cpl” – displays the Microsoft Exchange Profiles 
general property page

Mail Postoffice Options
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  wgpocpl.cpl”  –  displays  the  Microsoft  Postoffice 
Workgroup Admin property page

Main Group Options/Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL main.cpl @0” – displays Mouse Properties

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL main.cpl @1” – displays Keyboard Properties, Speed tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  main.cpl  @1,,1”  –  displays  Keyboard  Properties, 
Language tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  main.cpl  @1,,2”  –  displays  Keyboard  Properties, 
General tab

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL main.cpl @2” – displays the Printers Folder (including 
Add Printer)

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL main.cpl  @3” – displays the Fonts Folder in Explorer 
view

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL main.cpl @4” - displays Power Management Properties

Mouse and Keyboard
“keyboard,disable” – Disable the keyboard

“mouse,disable” – Disable the Mouse

Modem
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL modem.cpl,,add” – Runs the Add New Modem wizard

Multimedia & Sound Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL mmsys.cpl,,0” – displays the Multimedia/Audio property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL mmsys.cpl,,1” – displays the Multimedia/Video property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL mmsys.cpl,,2” – displays the Multimedia/MIDI property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  mmsys.cpl,,3”  –  displays  the  Multimedia/CD  Music 
property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  mmsys.cpl,,4”  –  displays  the  Multimedia/Advanced 
property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL mmsys.cpl @1” – displays the Sound Properties page
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Network Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  netcpl.cpl”  –  displays  the  Networks  properties, 
Configuration tab

ODBC32 Data Source Administrator
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  odbccp32.cpl”  –  displays  the  ODBC32  Data  Source 
Administrator properties dialog

Open With
“shell32.dll,OpenAs_RunDLL {drive:\path\filename}”  –  displays  the  application/file 
“Open With” dialog. Passing the full file drive, path and name as a parameter will cause 
the dialog to  display the line “Click the program you want  to  use to  open the file 
‘{drive:\path\filename}’”.

About windows
“shell32,ShellAboutA {Info-Box}” - Opens ‘About Windows’ Window and displays 
text from {Info-Box} in the description.

Passwords Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  password.cpl”  –  displays  the  Passwords  properties, 
Change Passwords tab

Power Management Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  powercfg.cpl”  –  displays  the  Power  Management 
properties, Power Schemes tab 

Printer
“shell32.dll,SHHelpShortcuts_RunDLL PrintersFolder” – displays the Printers Folder 
(including Add Printer)

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  main.cpl  @2”  –  Also  displays  the  Printers  Folder 
(including Add Printer)

“msprint2.dll,RUNDLL_PrintTestPage” – Prints the test page on the current printer

Regional Settings
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL intl.cpl,,0”  –  displays  the  Regional  Settings  property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL intl.cpl,,1” – displays the Numbers property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL intl.cpl,,2” – displays the Currency property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL intl.cpl,,3” – displays the Time property page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL intl.cpl,,4” – displays the Date property page

Screen Saver Installation
“desk.cpl,InstallScreenSaver  c:\win\system\Flying  Windows.scr”  –  Installs  the  new 
screen saver and runs the display/screen saver preview property page. Specify a valid 
path to the screen saver file to install. If you are installing a new screen saver, first copy 
the screen saver file into the windows\system folder, then execute the above command. 
This will install the specified saver as the current screen saver. It will not copy the file 
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into  the  windows\system  folder.  Replace  the  string  above  with  the  name  of  your 
actual .scr file.

System Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL sysdm.cpl,,0” – displays the General property page. Also 
this property page may be started by WIN-PAUSE BREAK keys.

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL sysdm.cpl,,1” – displays the Device Manager property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL sysdm.cpl,,2” – displays the Hardware Profiles property 
page

“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL sysdm.cpl,,3” – displays the Performance property page

Shutdown
“shell,shellexecute Explorer” - restart an Explorer

“krnl386.exe,exitkernel” – exit from Windows 9x without any confirmation

“user,exitwindowsexec” – hot restart Windows.

“user,exitwindows” – forces Windows to shutdown, and wait either to be turned off, or 
reset

Telephony Properties
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL telephon.cpl  users”  –  displays  the  Dialing  Properties 
dialog

Users Properties (Win98)
“shell32.dll,Control_RunDLL  inetcpl.cpl  users”  –  displays  the  Multi-User  Settings 
properties dialog (MSFamily Networking Login)

User
“user,cascadechildwindows” – Cascade Windows

“user,tilechildwindows” – Tile Windows

“user,repaintscreen” – Repaint Desktop

“user,swapmousebutton” – Swap the mouse buttons

“user,setcursorpos” – Move mouse cursor to (0,0)

“user,setcaretblinktime” – Set the caret blink time

“user, setdoubleclicktime” – Set the double click time

“user,wnetconnectdialog” – Show “Map Network Drive” dialog

“user,wnetdisconnectdialog” – Show “Disconnect Network Disk” dialog

“user,disableoemlayer” - Show BSOD (“”Blue Screen Of Death””)
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Plug’n’Play
“rundll32 sysdm.cpl,InstallDevice_Rundll” – Search non-PnP devices.

Note that some function can start only under Windows NT and other functions can start 
only under Windows 9x.

Task types
Statement

Control statements allow evaluating a sequence of shortcuts when condition is true and 
evaluating  a  different  sequence  of  shortcuts  when  condition  is  not  true.  You  can 
evaluate  the  value  of  the  LastErrorCode and  LastExitCode variables. 
LastErrorCode is  the  code  of  the  error  of  the  last  command  execution  (0  means 
command executed successfully). LastExitCode is the code returned by the command 
(for example, Kill Process command returns number of killed processes).

IF
The IF statement is one of the most useful control structures. It enables you to evaluate 
a sequence of commands if a condition is true and evaluate a different sequence of 
commands if it is not true.

ELSEIF
The ELSEIF statement enables you to evaluate a sequence of commands if a condition 
is true and evaluate a different sequence of commands if it is not true.

ELSE
The ELSE enables  you  to  evaluate  a  sequence  of  commands  if  none  of  the  IF or 
ELSEIF conditions are true. Note: There is a maximum of one ELSE per IF statement.

ENDIF
The ENDIF statement finishes the IF..ELSEIF..ELSE sequence.

DELAY
The DELAY statement suspends execution of the task for a specified time period.

Launch application
This task type allows launching application,  script,  batch file,  opening document  or 
Internet page.

Executable file name 
Enter the application’s executable file name in the Executable file name field. You can 
also click the Browse button to find the application’s executable file on your computer 
disks or click the  Lookup button to  select  application  from the list  of  applications 
installed on your computer.

To open document,  enter its  path and file name in the field  Executable file name. 
Documents, types of which are registered in your system, will open automatically. If 
document type is not registered in the system, but you know, which application should 
open it – you can enter the application’s executable file name in the  Executable file 
name field  and specify the  document’s  path  and  file  name  in  the  Command line 
arguments field.
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To open Internet page: in the  Executable file name field enter the page’s URL (like 
this: http://www.southsoftware.com/).

If you need to launch some Windows Explorer features such as My Computer, Recycle 
Bin, etc. please read the following topics:
Start tasks with Explorer
Start tasks with RunDLL 

Command line arguments
Command line arguments for selected executable file. Professional Edition: command 
line may include any combination of the following arguments:

Argument Description
%tempfile% (can be used with indexes: 
%tempfile1%, %tempfile2%, etc.)

Will be replaced by name of a temporary file.

%tempfiledel% (can be used with 
indexes: %tempfiledel1%, 
%tempfiledel2%, etc.)

Will be replaced by name of a temporary file. 
The temporary file will be deleted when task 
execution is complete.

%tempfilelog% (can be used with 
indexes: %tempfilelog1%, 
%tempfilelog2%, etc.)

Will be replaced by name of a temporary file. 
The temporary file content will be added to the 
log file when task execution is complete.

%tempfilelogdel% (can be used with 
indexes: %tempfilelogdel1%, 
%tempfilelogdel2%, etc.)

Will be replaced by name of a temporary file. 
The temporary file content will be added to the 
log file and the temporary will be deleted when 
task execution is complete.

%actionschedule% Will be replaced by name of the action that 
caused task execution.

%actiontime% Will be replaced by time of start of task 
execution.

%actionsource% Will be replaced by action source information.
%actionsourceextra% Will be replaced by action source extra 

information.
%lasterrorcode% Will be replaced by LastErrorCode.
%lastexitcode% Will be replaced by LastExitCode.

Start in this folder
The folder, which is set as the start folder for the running task. Many programs search 
for their auxiliary files in the start folder. To make sure that your scheduled program 
finds its auxiliary files, specify the correct path in this field.

Initial window state
Application’s initial window state. Scheduled application’s new window will be open 
in the state specified here (Normal,  Minimized,  Maximized,  Normal  and no active, 
Minimized and no active).

Run the application in the hidden state
Application will be launched in hidden window.

Do not wait for the application terminated
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Application  will  be  launched  without  waiting  for  its  termination.  If  this  option  is 
checked the value of Exit code is unknown (Professional Edition only).

Save the stdout to the log
Save application's stdout and stderr outputs to the log file (Professional Edition only).

Terminate the application if it is running for
Terminate  application  if  it  is  running  for  the  specified  time  (Professional  Edition 
only).

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of launching the application
Exit code: Exit code returned by  the launched application

Display message
With this type of scheduled task selected, Advanced Task Scheduler displays popup 
reminders on the screen. Popup reminders will help you not forget about the important 
things, which you have planned to get done.

Message text
Text of the message to be displayed.

Sound file
When message appears, this sound will be played. If you want to be sure that you will 
be notified of some event, select a sound file here. Thus, you will  not only see the 
message, but will also hear the message sound.

Show message as popup window
Popup message window consists of task name, time, text message and control buttons:

OK Close message window.
Scheduler Show Advanced Task Scheduler window.
Help Shows this help page.

Show message as transparent window near Task Bar
Transparent window will be displayed near your task bar. To close this window you can 
simply click anywhere on it. This option is only available in Windows 2000, XP and 
later.

Show message as balloon near task bar
Standard balloon will be displayed near your task bar. You can close it by clicking 
anywhere on the balloon area by left mouse button. Note that balloon will disappear 
after some time of inactivity. This option is only available in Windows XP and later.

Background image
If  you  select  the  Show  message  as  popup  window option,  you  can  specify  a 
background image for the popup window.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of displaying the message
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Service
This scheduled task type allows starting, stopping, pausing and continuing service.

Service name
Name of the service.

Start
Start the specified service with the specified arguments.

Stop
Stop the specified service.

Pause
Pause  the specified service.

Continue
Continue the specified service.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of the service operation

Kill process
This scheduled task type allows terminating process.

Process file name
Name of the process to be killed. You can specify either full path to the executable file 
of the process, or executable file name without path. Wildcards * and ? are supported 
for filenames.

User name whose processes may be killed
Only processes running in the security context of the selected user will be killed. If you 
want to kill processes running under current user context, leave this field blank. You 
can also specify * to kill processes from all users.

Restore minimized window before closing 
When you are killing an application that has some unsaved data, it tries to display a 
prompt for confirmation similar to this:

Which  causes  the  application’s  button  on the taskbar  to  blink.  When the option  is 
selected, the application window will be restored, and the prompt for saving unsaved 
data will be sent to foreground.

Kill process without giving it chance to save data
If this option is selected, Advanced Task Scheduler will kill the process without giving 
it a chance to save data. If the option is not selected, Advanced Task Scheduler will 
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send window the same message as Windows sends when user clicks the  button on 
the window title.

Advanced Task Scheduler can terminate only those processes, which have their own 
windows. If a process does not have its own window, it can be terminated only when 
the option Kill process without giving it chance to save data is selected.

IMPORTANT:  USE  CAREFULLY  THE  KILL  PROCESS  FUNCTION.  BE 
SURE THAT BEFORE USING THIS FUNCTION KILLING PROCESS HAS 
NO UNSAVED INFORMATION. THE PROCESS WILL NOT BE GIVEN THE 
CHANCE TO SAVE ITS STATE OR DATA BEFORE IT IS TERMINATED. 
ADVANCED TASK SCHEDULER WILL NOT ASK YOU TO CONFIRM THE 
PROCESS KILLING.

List all found processes to the log file
Save list of all found processes to the log file.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Number of killed processes

Destroy window
This scheduled task type allows destroying window.

Window title
Title of the window to be destroyed.

User name whose processes may be killed
Only processes running in the security context of the selected user will be killed. If you 
want to kill processes running under current user context, leave this field blank. You 
can also specify * to kill processes from all users.

All windows whose title begins with the specified text
Destroy all windows whose title begins with the text specified under Window title. 

All windows whose title contains the specified text
Destroy all windows whose title contains the text specified under Window title. 

Restore minimized window before closing 
When you are killing an application that has some unsaved data, it tries to display a 
prompt for confirmation similar to this:

Which  causes  the  application’s  button  on the taskbar  to  blink.  When the option  is 
selected, the application window will be restored, and the prompt for saving unsaved 
data will be sent to foreground.
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Kill process without giving it chance to save data
If this option is selected, Advanced Task Scheduler will kill the process without giving 
it a chance to save data. If the option is not selected, Advanced Task Scheduler will 
send window the same message as Windows sends when user clicks the  button on 
the window title.

Advanced Task Scheduler can terminate only those processes, which have their own 
windows. If a process does not have its own window, it can be terminated only when 
the option Kill process without giving it chance to save data is selected.

IMPORTANT:  USE  CAREFULLY  THE  KILL  PROCESS  FUNCTION.  BE 
SURE THAT BEFORE USING THIS FUNCTION KILLING PROCESS HAS 
NO UNSAVED INFORMATION. THE PROCESS WILL NOT BE GIVEN THE 
CHANCE TO SAVE ITS STATE OR DATA BEFORE IT IS TERMINATED. 
ADVANCED TASK SCHEDULER WILL NOT ASK YOU TO CONFIRM THE 
PROCESS KILLING.

List all found processes to the log file
Save list of all found processes to the log file.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Number of destroyed windows

Establish Dial-up connection
Advanced Task Scheduler can automatically establish and close dial-up connections. 
Any  connection  in  your  phonebook  can  be  established  automatically.  In  the  task 
settings, you can specify how many times the program should attempt establishing the 
connection in case errors occur.

If you prefer that the connection should be established in the background mode, select 
the option  Do not show status window when dialing in the task properties. In such 
case, information on established connection or an error message will be displayed as tip 
near the clock on the taskbar.
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Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Number of connections established

Hangup Dial-up connection
Advanced Task Scheduler can close either all active dial-up connections or just one 
connection, which corresponds with selected phone book entry.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Number of connections terminated

Play sound
This task type plays sound file at scheduled time. This Task Type may be used as an 
alarm.

Sound file
Select sound file to be played when scheduled time is reached. 

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of playing the sound

Turn off/reboot/log off
The Turn off/reboot/log off Task Type allows turning off or rebooting the computer or 
log off from the system.

Turn off computer
Turn off computer when scheduled time is reached.

Standby
Put computer to standby mode when scheduled time is reached.

Hibernate
Put computer to hibernate mode when scheduled time is reached.

Reboot computer
Reboot computer when scheduled time is reached.

Log off
Log off when scheduled time is reached.

Turn off monitor only
Turn off monitor only when scheduled time is reached.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of the turn off operation

Send network message
With this type of scheduled task selected, Advanced Task Scheduler sends a network 
message.
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Network message is sent to a computer in your Local Area Network. Such messages are 
displayed by installed messaging software on the remote computer. 

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of the mailslot operation

Send e-mail message
With this type of scheduled task selected, Advanced Task Scheduler sends an e-mail 
message.

E-mail message is sent to a specified e-mail address through SMTP protocol. In email 
properties  you  can  define  one  or  more  e-mail  addresses  separated  by  comma  or 
semicolon, SMTP server address and port number. Also you can define sender address 
and message subject. 

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of sending the e-mail

Send keys sequence
This type of scheduled task is designed for sending a combination of keys (or a text 
fragment) to the selected application. 

Window title
Title of a window where the keys pressings (or the text) should be sent to. 

All windows whose title begins with the specified text
Send keys to all windows whose title begins with the text specified under Window title. 

All windows whose title contains the specified text
Send keys to all windows whose title contains the text specified under Window title. 

Keys sequence to send
A string to be sent. This string can be formatted using the following rules: 

Keys sequence formatting rules

Text Keys
[ascii characters] One  or  more  characters  represent  each 

key.  To  specify  a  single  keyboard 
character, use the character itself.

+ Shift
^ Control
% Alt
() To  specify  that  Shift,  Ctrl,  and/or  Alt 

should be held down while several other 
keys  are  pressed,  enclose  the  keys  in 
parentheses.

32



Text Keys
[] To  specify  text  where  all  format 

characters are represented as keys.
{} Special format.

To specify one of special characters (+^%()[]{}), enclose it inside square brackets. For 
example, to specify the plus sign, use [+]. 

The following commands can be enclosed in the braces ({}):

{[Key]} [Key]  -  keyboard  characters  or  not 
displayed character code.

{[Key] n} Repeat [Key] n times.
{DELAY n} Pause before sending next keystrokes for 

n milliseconds.
{ACTIVATE [Window title]} Activate [Window title].
{LOCALE [Locale name]} Activate keyboard locale [Locale name].
{DATETIME [Format]} Insert current date and/or time.

To specify characters that are not displayed when you press a key (such as Enter or Tab) 
and keys that represent actions rather than characters, use the following key codes: 

BACKSPACE BACKSPACE key 
BREAK PAUSE/BREAK key 
CAPSLOCK CAPS LOCK key 
CLEAR CLEAR key 
DELETE DELETE key 
ENTER ENTER key 
ESCAPE ESCAPE key 
EXECUTE EXECUTE key 
HELP HELP key 
INSERT INSERT key 
NUM LOCK NUM LOCK key 
PRINT SCREEN PRINT SCREEN key 
SCROLL LOCK SCROLL LOCK key 
SELECT SELECT key 
SPACEBAR SPACEBAR 
TAB TAB key 
HOME HOME key 
END END key 
PAGE DOWN PAGE DOWN key 
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PAGE UP PAGE UP key 
DOWN ARROW DOWN ARROW key 
LEFT ARROW LEFT ARROW key 
RIGHT ARROW RIGHT ARROW key 
UP ARROW UP ARROW key 
LEFT ALT Left ALT key
LEFT CTRL Left CTRL key 
LEFT SHIFT Left SHIFT key 
LEFT WIN Left Win key 
RIGHT ALT Right ALT key 
RIGHT CTRL Right CTRL key 
RIGHT SHIFT Right SHIFT key 
RIGHT WIN Right WIN key 
APPS Applications key 
Numeric keypad 0 Numeric keypad 0 Key 
Numeric keypad 1 Numeric keypad 1 Key 
Numeric keypad 2 Numeric keypad 2 Key 
Numeric keypad 3 Numeric keypad 3 Key 
Numeric keypad 4 Numeric keypad 4 Key 
Numeric keypad 5 Numeric keypad 5 Key 
Numeric keypad 6 Numeric keypad 6 Key 
Numeric keypad 7 Numeric keypad 7 Key 
Numeric keypad 8 Numeric keypad 8 Key 
Numeric keypad 9 Numeric keypad 9 Key 
Numeric Multiply Numeric keypad Multiply key 
Numeric Add Numeric keypad Add key 
Numeric Separator Numeric keypad Separator key 
Numeric Subtract Numeric keypad Subtract key 
Numeric Decimal Numeric keypad Decimal key 
Numeric Divide Numeric keypad Divide key 
F1 key F1 key 
F2 key F2 key 
F3 key F3 key 
F4 key F4 key 
F5 key F5 key 
F6 key F6 key 
F7 key F7 key 
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F8 key F8 key 
F9 key F9 key 
F10 key F10 key 
F11 key F11 key 
F12 key F12 key 
F13 key F13 key 
F14 key F14 key 
F15 key F15 key 
F16 key F16 key 
F17 key F17 key 
F18 key F18 key 
F19 key F19 key 
F20 key F20 key 
F21 key F21 key 
F22 key F22 key 
F23 key F23 key 
F24 key F24 key 

The following format specifiers can be used to define DATETIME format:

space or underscore space 
%d day in month 
%w weekday (three letter abbreviation) 
%W full weekday 
%o month number 1..12 
%m month (three letter abbreviation) 
%M full month 
%y two digit year number 
%Y full year number 
%h hour 
%n minutes 
%s seconds 
%a am/pm 
%A AM/PM 
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space or underscore space 
%z time zone abbreviation (default:  current 

zone)

%z=ABB  -  use  time  in  specified 
time zone, but not add abbreviation

%z!ABB - use time in specified time 
zone and add its abbreviation 

Examples:

abc+(abc){BACKSPACE} key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x63 (c)
key: SHIFT 0x61 (a)
key: SHIFT 0x62 (b)
key: SHIFT 0x63 (c)
key: 0x08 (.) 

{a{+(o)}[+]} key: 0x61 (a)
key: SHIFT 0x6f (o)
key: 0x2b (+) 

abc^(ab%(cd+ef))g key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x63 (c)
key: CTRL 0x61 (a)
key: CTRL 0x62 (b)
key: CTRL ALT 0x63 (c)
key: CTRL ALT 0x64 (d)
key: CTRL ALT SHIFT 0x65 (e)
key: CTRL ALT 0x66 (f)
key: 0x67 (g) 

abc{BACKSPACE}{CLEAR[+] 5}
[^]{$ 8}

key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x63 (c)
key: 0x08 (.)
key: 0x0c (.)
key: 0x2b (+)
key: 0x0c (.)
key: 0x2b (+)
key: 0x0c (.)
key: 0x2b (+)
key: 0x0c (.)
key: 0x2b (+)
key: 0x0c (.)
key: 0x2b (+)
key: 0x5e (^)
key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)
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key: 0x24 ($)
key: 0x24 ($)

{a{b 2} 5}{ENTER}[%[]^]
{ENTER}text{ENTER}

key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x62 (b)
key: 0x0d (.)
key: 0x25 (%)
key: 0x5b ([)
key: 0x5d (])
key: 0x5e (^)
key: 0x0d (.)
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x65 (e)
key: 0x78 (x)
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x0d (.) 

{LOCALE English (United 
States)}English 
text{ENTER}{LOCALE 
German}German text{ENTER}

command LOCALE(English)
key: 0x45 (E)
key: 0x6e (n)
key: 0x67 (g)
key: 0x6c (l)
key: 0x69 (i)
key: 0x73 (s)
key: 0x68 (h)
key: 0x20 ( )
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x65 (e)
key: 0x78 (x)
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x0d (.)
command LOCALE(German)
key: 0x47 (G)
key: 0x65 (e)
key: 0x72 (r)
key: 0x6d (m)
key: 0x61 (a)
key: 0x7e (n)
key: 0x20 ( )
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x65 (e)
key: 0x78 (x)
key: 0x74 (t)
key: 0x0d (.)
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{DATETIME %d %w %W %o %m 
%M %y %Y %h:%n:%s %a %A 
%z}{ENTER}

command DATETIME(%d %w %W %o 
%m %M %y %Y %h:%n:%s %a %A 
%z)
key: 0x0d (.) 

TEXT1{DELAY 1000}TEXT2 key: 0x54 (T)
key: 0x45 (E)
key: 0x58 (X)
key: 0x54 (T)
key: 0x31 (1)
command 1(1000)
key: 0x54 (T)
key: 0x45 (E)
key: 0x58 (X)
key: 0x54 (T)
key: 0x32 (2) 

{ACTIVATE Untitled - 
Notepad}{LEFT ALT}{DOWN 
ARROW}{DOWN ARROW}{DOWN 
ARROW}{DOWN ARROW}
{ENTER}c:\filename.txt{ENT
ER}

Activate "Untitled - Notepad" 
and perform "Save as..." 
command. 

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of sending the keys

HTTP transfer
This scheduled task type allows downloading files via HTTP protocol.

URL
Address of the file to download (e.g. http://www.southsoftware.com/).

Local file
File on the local machine where the URL is to be downloaded. If the Overwrite option 
is  checked  the  file  will  be  overwritten  each  time  the  URL is  downloaded,  if  the 
Overwrite option is not checked the index will be added to the original file name (for 
example, home.html becomes home [1].html, then home [2].html, and so on).

GET POST HEAD
Type of HTTP request.  GET – retrieve the file content,  POST – send post data from 
Post data field and retrieve the server response, HEAD – retrieve only file header.

Post data
In this  field you can specify the full  data to post  in an HTTP POST operation (for 
example,  "postvar1=value1&postvar2=value2&postvar3=value3").  You  must  make 
sure that the data is formatted the way you want the server to receive it.  Most web 
servers will assume this data to be url-encoded. This POST is a normal application/x-
www-form-urlencoded kind, which is the most commonly used one by HTML forms.

Proxy
Connect to the URL via HTTP or SOCKS5 proxy server.

User Agent
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User  agent  name  (for  example,  Internet  Explorer  6.0  on  Windows  XP  sends  this: 
"Mozilla/4.0 (compatible; MSIE 6.0; Windows NT 5.1").

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of the data transfer

FTP transfer
This scheduled task type allows downloading and uploading files and folders via FTP 
protocol.

Remote dir
Remote directory to download or upload files.

Local dir
Local directory to download or upload files.

File mask
Mask of the files in the directory that will be downloaded or uploaded (for example, 
"*.txt").

Remote file
URL to the remote file to download.

Local file
File on the local machine where the URL is to be downloaded.

Overwrite
If the  Overwrite option is checked the file will be overwritten each time the URL is 
downloaded, if the  Overwrite option is not checked the index will be added to the 
original file name (for example, readme.txt becomes readme.txt [1].html, then readme 
[2].txt, and so on).

Passive
Use passive mode like WWW browsers.

Tunneling proxy
Use tunneling proxy.

Returning codes
Error code: Error code of starting the command
Exit code: Error code of the data transfer

Schedule types
Do not run

The task will not be run automatically. Use this schedule type if you wish to run the 
task manually (by the Run task(s) now command from the Tasks menu).

Run once
This schedule type allows you to run tasks once at a specific time of a specific day. As 
any scheduled task will only be launched if Advanced Task Scheduler is started, use the 
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Start task during startup if overdue, but on the specified day option to launch an 
overdue task when Advanced Task Scheduler is started later the same day.

Run minutely
This schedule type can be useful for automatic running of tasks at the more precise 
moments of time. The maximum range is 22 days, 18 hours, and 7 minutes (32767 
minutes). 

Run hourly
This schedule type allows running tasks every hour or every number of hours. You 
should specify the minutes and seconds of the hour when the task is to be run. 

Run daily
If you would like to run tasks automatically every day – for example, to be reminded of 
the lunch time – simply add the message to the Advanced Task Scheduler task list with 
this schedule type selected.

Professional  Edition: Run daily can include specified time as well  as minutely or 
hourly schedule and randomized time.

Run weekly
This schedule type allows running tasks on specified days of week. You can select the 
days when you wish the task to  be run or select  “first..last”,  “Monday..Sunday” to 
specify day of the month, which appears on different date every other month. 

Professional Edition: Run weekly can include specified time as well as minutely or 
hourly schedule and randomized time.

Run monthly
This schedule type allows running tasks every month on selected date and time. You 
can also select running task once every few months or select months of the year when 
the task is to be run. 

Professional  Edition: Run monthly can  include  specified  time  and day as  well  as 
minutely, hourly, daily or weekly schedule and randomized time.

Run yearly
For this schedule type you must select the month, date and time when task is to be run. 
This schedule type is useful, for example, for reminding of whatever anniversaries. You 
can also schedule tasks to be run once every number of years.

Professional  Edition: Run monthly can  include  specified  time  and day as  well  as 
minutely, hourly, daily, weekly or monthly schedule and randomized time.

Run on startup
The task can be run on specified time after starting the computer. Maximally this time 
may be 49 days and 16:59. 
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Run on hot key
This schedule type allows running tasks when user pressed a specified hot key. When 
Advanced Task Scheduler is started as a service this schedule type works when any user 
pressed the specified hot key, so if many users are logged on using Fast User Switching 
then the specified hot key will work for all logged on users.

Run on computer idle
This schedule type allows running tasks when the computer has been idle (no mouse 
and keyboard activity) for some time or when the computer has been idle (no mouse 
and keyboard activity) for some time and then ceases to be idle (activity starts again). 
When Advanced Task Scheduler is started as a service and many users are logged on 
using Fast User Switching, the idle time means that there is no mouse and keyboard 
activity in the active user session.

Note: This schedule type does not work in Windows NT.

Run on RAS connection
This  schedule  type  allows  running  tasks  when  Remote  Access  Service  (RAS) 
connection has been connected or disconnected.

Logon watch
This schedule type allows running tasks when some user has been logged on into the 
system or logged off from the system (Professional Edition only).

Window watch
This  schedule  type  allows  running  tasks  when  some  window  has  been  created, 
destroyed,  activated,  deactivated  or  running  for  the  specified  time  (Professional 
Edition only).

Process watch
This  schedule  type  allows  running  tasks  when  some  process  has  been  started, 
terminated or running for the specified time (Professional Edition only).

File watch
This schedule type allows running tasks when a file in the specified folder has been 
added, deleted, renamed or modified (Professional Edition only).

Run on holiday
This schedule type allows running tasks on the specified holiday (Professional Edition 
only).

Run on holiday can include specified time as well as minutely or hourly schedule and 
randomized time.

Reference
Preferences

Run
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Configuration of the scheduler’s startup properties.

Start on system logon
When this option is selected, Advanced Task Scheduler starts automatically when you 
logon to Windows. If Advanced Task Scheduler is not running – scheduled tasks from 
the current user tab will not be run either (scheduled tasks from the all users tab will run 
as long as the Advanced Task Scheduler Service is running).

Add icon to Alt-Tab dialog when minimized
Normally,  windows that  are  minimized  to  system tray do  not  appear  in  the  dialog 
window, which appears when you press Alt-Tab, and they cannot be opened without the 
mouse. If this option is selected, the Advanced Task Scheduler icon will be added to the 
Alt-Tab dialog even when the program is minimized to system tray. 

Keep tray icon visible in Windows XP
When this option is selected, the Advanced Task Scheduler icon will not be hidden in 
the Windows XP system tray.

Show time in Status Bar
This  option  allows  displaying  current  time  in  the  status  bar  of  Advanced  Task 
Scheduler’s main window.

Show “Tip of the Day” window at startup
If this option is selected, every time Advanced Task Scheduler starts it will display the 
“Tip of The Day” window. 

Ask before exit
With this option selected, Advanced Task Scheduler asks for confirmation before the 
closing.

Hot key
Configuration of the hot key properties

Use this hotkey for easy access to the program
Advanced Task Scheduler’s  main  window can be restored by pressing the  selected 
hotkey. Select this option and in the hotkey entry field press the hotkey, which you will 
use for restoring Advanced Task Scheduler. Advanced Task Scheduler’s main window 
will  appear  when  you  press  the  hotkey  even  when  you  are  working  in  another 
application.

Language
Language group allows you to change language interface of the program. If you want to 
translate this program to your language please read the Translation topic.

Service settings
Service
Click the  Install service button to install the Advanced Task Scheduler Service. The 
service will be started and set up to start automatically every time the computer starts 
up.

To uninstall service click the  Uninstall service button. Scheduled tasks from the all 
users tab will not run if the Advanced Task Scheduler Service is not running.
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User settings
Storage
Select the way Advanced Task Scheduler’s setting and task list are stored.

Professional Edition: You can choose between system registry and local disk folder. 
Also you can encrypt your settings and task list if you are running Professional Edition.

Basic Edition: You can store your data only in the system registry.

Note: If you are using encryption, you will need to enter your password each time you 
start this program to manage your tasks.

Options
Scheduling service options.

Disable scheduler
This option disables running scheduled tasks.

Write Log File
If this option is checked, Advanced Task Scheduler stores information on all tasks that 
have been run automatically to the event log.

Split Log File to
You can split your log file to the multiple files which do not exceed the specified size in 
kilobytes.

Send Logs to EMail
If this option is checked, Advanced Task Scheduler send logs to an e-mail address. 

Send one Log Entry per Email
Each log entry will be sent as a separate e-mail.

Send Logs once per
Several log entries will be sent once a day, week or month.

Send Logs as attachment
Send logs in the e-mail attachment.

Log extended data
Save full data to the log.

Users
Scheduling service user options (All users only).

Run scheduled tasks when any user is logged on
Run scheduled tasks when any user is logged on into the system and active.

Run tasks when only one of the following users is logged on and active
Run tasks when only one of the specified users is logged on into the system and active.

Professional Edition: This is default option for all tasks that is configured for all user. 
This option can be overridden in the properties of any task.
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Holidays
Work days and holidays definition (Professional Edition only).

Work days
Select which week days are work days.

First day of week
Select which week day is the first day of week.

Holidays
Select list of holidays. Use Preset button to find predefined holidays.

Stats
Advanced Task Scheduler statistics information.

Related topics
User Account Options

Task properties
Scheduled task properties.

Task name
Name if the task. This name will appear by the task icon on the task list in Advanced 
Task Scheduler’s main window.

Schedule options
Starting scheduled tasks is defined by the following options: 

Schedule task starting 
on this date

Task will be scheduled starting on specified date.

With this option, you can delay running scheduled task until 
the date entered.

Do  not  schedule  task 
after this date

This option disables running scheduled task after the date 
entered.

Start  task  during 
startup if overdue, but 
on the specified day

If Advanced Task Scheduler will start later than the task’s 
run time on the specified date, the task will be started upon 
Advanced Task Scheduler startup.

Example: if your scheduled task is to be run at 2pm, but 
you turned your computer on only at 3pm on that day with 
this  option  selected,  your scheduled task will  be run on 
Advanced Task Scheduler startup.

Remove task if it must 
no longer be run

When task must no longer be run, (when the option Do not 
schedule task after this date is selected and current date is 
greater  than  specified  in  this  option)  the  task  will  be 
removed from the list of scheduled tasks.

Shortcut properties
Configuration of scheduled task shortcuts.

At this time, Advanced Task Scheduler supports the following shortcut types:
Statement;
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Launch application;
Display message;
Service;
Kill process;
Destroy window;
Establish Dial-up connection;
Hangup Dial-up connection;
Play sound;
Turn off/reboot/log off;
Send network message;
Send e-mail message;
Send keys sequence;
HTTP transfer;
FTP transfer.

Please click a shortcut type from the list above to read its description.

Schedule properties
Configuration of scheduled task schedules.

At this time, Advanced Task Scheduler supports the following schedule types:
Do not run;
Run once;
Run minutely;
Run hourly;
Run daily;
Run weekly;
Run monthly;
Run yearly;
Run on startup;
Run on hot key; 
Run on computer idle;
Run on RAS connection;
Logon watch;
Window watch;
Process watch;
File watch;
Run on holiday.

Please click a schedule type from the list above to read its description.

User account options
User accounts (All users only)
Start this task only if one of the following users is logged on and active
If this option is selected, the task will only be started if the active user is on the list. If 
the user is not on the list, the task will not be started.

If this option is not selected, the task will be started regardless of the currently active 
user. The task will not be started if no users are active. If you want your task to be 
started even if no users are active, check the Start task on the hidden desktop option.
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Start this task for each logged on and valid user (even those who are logged on but 
not active at the time)
If this option is selected, a copy of the task will be created for each logged user. If the 
Start this  task only if one of the following users is  logged on and active option is 
enabled, the task will be launched only for users on the list.

If this option is disabled, only one copy of the task will be created for the user that is 
active at the task start.

Note: Theses  User  account  options  override  global  values  from  the  Options  | 
Parameters | [Username] | Users tab.

Task execution account
Active user
The task will be executed on behalf of the active user. An active user is a user who had 
been logged on and had been working with the system when the task started.

Local system
The task will be executed on behalf of Local System. Local System is a system account. 
To execute tasks on behalf of Local System, Advanced Task Scheduler must be started 
under the system or administrator account.

Service user
The task will be executed on behalf of a scheduling service user. A scheduling service 
user is a user on whose behalf the scheduling service is working. For All users this is 
the account under which the Advanced Task Scheduler Service runs. The account can 
be viewed and modified in Control Panel | Administrative Tools | Services | Service 
properties | Log On.

User account
The specified username and password will be used for executing the task. To run tasks 
on behalf of the specified user,  Advanced Task Scheduler  must be  started under the 
system or administrator account. The account must have the following privileges: "Act 
as  part  of  the  operating  system" (SeTcbPrivilege),  "Replace  a  process-level  token" 
(SeAssignPrimaryTokenPrivilege),  "Adjust  memory  quotas  for  a  process" 
(SeIncreaseQuotaPrivilege,  may  be  named  "Increase  memory  quotas"  or  "Increate 
quotas"  in  Windows  2000  and  NT  4.0),  "Bypass  traversy  checking" 
(SeChangeNotifyPrivilege) and  "Debug  programs" (SeDebugPrivilege).  You  can 
modify user privileges in Control Panel | Administrative tools | Local Security Policy | 
User Rights Assignment.

Note: Your password will be saved in a secure location, but you can use additional 
encryption on the Options | Parameters | [Username] | Storage tab.

Passwordless user authorization
You can use passwordless authorization, but you must make sure that Advanced Task 
Scheduler is running under the system or administrator account. The account must have 
the  following  privileges:  "Act  as  part  of  the  operating  system" (SeTcbPrivilege), 
"Replace  a  process-level  token"  (SeAssignPrimaryTokenPrivilege),  "Adjust  memory 
quotas  for  a  process" (SeIncreaseQuotaPrivilege,  may be  named  "Increase  memory 
quotas" or "Increate quotas" in Windows 2000 and NT 4.0), "Bypass traversy checking" 
(SeChangeNotifyPrivilege), "Debug programs" (SeDebugPrivilege) and "Create a token 
object" (SeCreateTokenPrivilege).  You can modify user privileges in Control Panel | 
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Administrative tools | Local Security Policy | User Rights Assignment. Windows Vista 
and later: Advanced Task Scheduler must be running only under administrator account. 
Starting  from  this  Windows  version,  the  system  account  doesn’t  have  the 
SeCreateTokenPrivilege privilege.

Note: Windows XP Home and Windows Vista Home do not contain secpol.msc snap-
in, which provides User Rights Assignment section to the Control Panel, so if that is 
your case, you need some third-party tool to modify your account privileges. You can 
download  our  Polsedit  tool  from  http://polsedit.southsoftware.com/.  It  will  let  you 
modify your account privileges and it is completely free to use.

Start task on the hidden desktop
Use this option only if your task does not require user’s input. As the task is executed 
on the hidden desktop, no user will be able to communicate with it.

When this option is selected, the task will be executed regardless of the currently active 
user.

Related topics
User settings

Standby/hibernate options
Standby/hibernate options.

Wake up computer if it is in the standby or hibernate mode when task shall start
Because computer does not do any operations in the standby or hibernate mode, it is 
only possible to wake up computer at a specified time. Therefore, you should use time-
based schedule types.

Tip: Some computers go back to sleep automatically after they wake up and you do not 
touch the mouse or keyboard within a few minutes. If that is your case, please read the 
"System automatically enters sleep after waking from sleep" topic.

Related topics
System automatically enters sleep after waking from sleep

Execution log
Task execution  extended  log.  If  you have  any problems  with  your  scheduled  task, 
please send this log to our Support Service. There is much more chance that we solve 
your problem if you send us this log.

To copy execution log to another application:  right click anywhere on the log text, 
select the Select all command from the appeared menu, then right click again and select 
the  Copy command  from the appeared menu. Switch to another application and use 
Paste command to paste text from the clipboard.

Command line tool
Advanced Task Scheduler comes with a command line task execution tool. You can create 
tasks in the "Shortcut properties" window as well as use this tool.
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The command line tool is located in the Advanced Task Scheduler installation folder and is 
called advscheduler_procmd.exe (Professional Edition) or advscheduler_bsccmd.exe (Basic 
Edition). It is recommended to run the command line tool from this folder only (do not copy 
it to other folders).

Command line:

[--Execute  [-lang  langid]  [-type  [logstdout  |  processuser  |  currentuser  |  localsystem  | 
logonuser  [-username  user_name]  [-password  password]  |  passwordless  [-username 
user_name]]  [-exefile  exe_file]  [-cmdline  cmd_line]  [-cmdshow  [hidden  |  normal  | 
maximized | minimized | normalnoactive |  minimizednoactive]] [-startin path] [-terminate 
sec] [-desktop desktop_name]]

[--Message [-lang langid] [-type [popup | layered | balloon]] [-title title] [-time time] [-text 
message] [-snd sound_file] [-bg background_image_file] [-nobuttons]]

[--Service [-lang langid] [-type [start  | stop | pause | continue]]  [-name name] [-startargs 
startargs]]

[--KillProcess [-lang langid] [-user user_name] [-image image_file] [-anyway] [-restore] [-
list]]

[--KillWindow  [-lang  langid]  [-user  user_name]  [-caption  window_caption]  [-begins]  [-
contains] [-anyway] [-restore] [-list]]

[--RasDial  [-lang  langid]  [-name  entry_name]  [-auth  username  password]  [-authbase64 
username_password] [-attempts number_of_attempts] [-nostatus]]

[--RasHangUp [-lang langid] [-name entry_name]]

[--PlaySound [-lang langid] [-device device_name] [-sound sound_file]]

[--TurnOff [-lang langid] [-type [turnoff | standby | hibernate | reboot | logoff | monitor]] [-
logoff [user_name]]]

[--SendMessage [-lang langid] [-computer computer_name] [-msg message]]

[--SendEMail [-lang langid] [-email email_address] [-server server[:port]] [-starttls] [-auth 
username password] [-authbase64 username_password] [-sender sender_address] [-subject 
subject]  [-msg  message]  [-ctype  content-type]  [-charset  charset]  [-attach  attach_file]  [-
attachmsg message]]

[--SendKeys  [-lang  langid]  [-caption  window_caption]  [-begins]  [-contains]  [-sequence 
sequence]]

[--HTTP [-lang  langid]  [-url  url]  [-file  file_name]  [-overwrite]  [-head]  [-auth  username 
password]  [-authbase64 username_password]  [-POST post_data]  [-proxy server[:port]]  [-
proxytype  [HTTP  |  SOCKS5]]  [-proxyauth  username  password]  [-proxyauthbase64 
username_password] [-useragent useragent]]

[--FTP [-lang langid] [-upload | -download] [-folder | -file] [-remote remote_dir_or_file] [-
local  local_dir_or_file]  [-filemask  file_mask]  [-overwrite]  [-passive][-auth  username 
password]  [-authbase64  username_password]  [-proxytunnel  server[:port]]  [-proxyauth 
username password] [-proxyauthbase64 username_password]]
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[--File [filename]] [--Pipe [pipename]] [--StdIn] - read command line from a file, a pipe or 
standard input.

--Execute
-lang - langid (see below);
-type - type of execution
logstdout -  the  application  will  be  started  with  redirected  stdin  and  application's 
stdout and stderr will be captured. If application is a 16-bit DOS application or a batch 
file, it will be executed via the command processor;
processuser - run application as this process user (default);
currentuser - run application as currently logged on user;
localsystem - run application under LocalSystem account. To run an application under 
LocalSystem  account,  the  command  line  tool  must  be  started  under  the  system  or 
administrator account;
logonuser -  logon user  (-username and  -password are  required).  The  specified 
username and password will be used for executing the application. To run an application on 
behalf of the specified user, the command line tool must be started under the system or 
administrator account. The account must have the following privileges: "Act as part of the 
operating  system"  (SeTcbPrivilege),  "Replace  a  process-level  token" 
(SeAssignPrimaryTokenPrivilege),  "Adjust  memory  quotas  for  a  process" 
(SeIncreaseQuotaPrivilege, may be named "Increase memory quotas" or "Increate quotas" in 
Windows 2000 and NT 4.0),  "Bypass traversy checking" (SeChangeNotifyPrivilege) and 
"Debug programs" (SeDebugPrivilege). You can modify user privileges in Control Panel | 
Administrative tools | Local Security Policy | User Rights Assignment;
passwordless - use passwordless authorization (-username is required). You can use 
passwordless authorization, but you must make sure that the command line tool is running 
under the system or administrator account. The account must have the following privileges: 
"Act  as  part  of the operating system" (SeTcbPrivilege),  "Replace a process-level  token" 
(SeAssignPrimaryTokenPrivilege),  "Adjust  memory  quotas  for  a  process" 
(SeIncreaseQuotaPrivilege, may be named "Increase memory quotas" or "Increate quotas" in 
Windows  2000  and  NT  4.0),  "Bypass  traversy  checking"  (SeChangeNotifyPrivilege), 
"Debug  programs"  (SeDebugPrivilege)  and  "Create  a  token  object" 
(SeCreateTokenPrivilege). You can modify user privileges in Control Panel | Administrative 
tools  |  Local  Security  Policy |  User  Rights  Assignment.  Windows  Vista  and  later:  the 
command line tool must be running only under administrator account. Starting from this 
Windows version, the system account doesn’t have the SeCreateTokenPrivilege privilege. 
This option is available only in Professional Edition;
-username - SAM-Account-Name or textual SID;
-password - account password;
-exefile - the name of the module to be executed;
-cmdline - the command line to be executed;
-startin - the starting directory;
-cmdshow - the window show state;
-terminate - number of seconds to terminate started application;
-desktop - the name of the desktop (Default: WinSta0\Default).

--Message
-lang - langid (see below);
-type - type of the message window (popup window, transparent window near task bar or 
balloon tooltip);
-title - title of the message window;
-time - message start time;
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-text - message text;
-snd - sound file to play when message window is displayed;
-bg - image file (.bmp, .gif or .jpg ) for the window background (only for the message 
popup window);
-nobuttons - show only OK button (only for the message popup window).

--Service
-lang - langid (see below);
-type - type of operation with service (start, stop, pause or continue);
-name - name of the service;
-startargs - argument strings passed to a service (start only).

--KillProcess
-lang - langid (see below);
-user - SAM-Account-Name or textual SID of the user whose processes may be killed. 
Use "*" for all users. If omitted, current user's name will be used. This option is available 
only on the NT based platforms;
-image - process image file (name of the executable file of the process or full path and 
executable file name). Wildcards ("*" and "?" are accepted);
-anyway - kill process without giving it chance to save data;
-restore - if the window is minimized, restore it before process is killed. If the window 
is  displaying  the  prompt  for  saving  unsaved  data  and  the  option  "-restore"  is  not 
selected, the application's button on the taskbar will blink. When the option is selected, the 
application window will be restored, and the prompt for saving unsaved data will be sent to 
foreground;
-list - list all found processes.
Note: If the option "-anyway" is selected, Advanced Task Scheduler can terminate only 
those processes, which have their own windows. If a process does not have its own window, 
it can be terminated only when the option "-anyway" is selected.

--KillWindow
-lang - langid (see below);
-user - SAM-Account-Name or textual SID of the user whose windows may be killed. 
Use "*" for all users. If omitted, current user's name will be used. This option is available 
only on the NT based platforms;
-caption - window caption text;
-begins - window caption must begin with the specified text;
-contains - window caption must contain the specified text;
-anyway - kill process without giving it chance to save data;
-restore - if the window is minimized, restore it before process is killed. If the window 
is  displaying  the  prompt  for  saving  unsaved  data  and  the  option  "-restore"  is  not 
selected, the application's button on the taskbar will blink. When the option is selected, the 
application window will be restored, and the prompt for saving unsaved data will be sent to 
foreground;
-list - list all found processes.
Terminal  Services:  only windows that  are running on the same terminal  session as  this 
program will be killed.

--RasDial
-lang - langid (see below);
-name - name of the Network Connection;
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-auth - username and password for the specified connection. If omitted, the connection 
information saved by the last successful connection will be used;
-authbase64 – base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited;
-attempts - number of attempts to establish the connection;
-nostatus - do not display connection window (background connection).

--RasHangUp
-lang - langid (see below);
-name - name of the Network Connection. 
"*" means all established connections.

--PlaySound
-lang - langid (see below);
-device - name of the sound device.
If omitted, the default device will be used;
-sound - sound file.

--TurnOff
-lang - langid (see below);
-type -  type of operation (turnoff,  standby,  hibernate,  reboot,  logoff or 
monitor);
-logoff - SAM-Account-Name of the user to log off. "*" means all users.
If omitted, current user's name will be used. This option is available only on the NT based 
platforms;
Terminal Services: To be able to log off another user's session, you need to have the Query 
Information and Reset permissions. To modify permissions on a session, use the Terminal 
Services Configuration administrative tool.

--SendMessage
-lang - langid (see below);
-computer - name of the computer;
-msg - message text.

--SendEMail
-lang - langid (see below);
-email - email address. Several email addresses can be separated by comma or semicolon;
-server - SMTP server name and port number;
-starttls - Use SSL secure connection;
-auth - username and password for SMTP server;
-authbase64 - base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited;
-sender - email address of the sender;
-subject - message subject;
-msg - message text;
-ctype - Content-Type of the message;
-charset - Charset of the message. If charset is omitted,  the message is sent in utf-8 
format;
-msg - message text;
-attach - file to send as attachment;
-attachmsg - message to send as attachment.

--SendKeys
-lang - langid (see below);
-caption - window caption text;
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-begins - window caption must begin with the specified text;
-contains - window caption must contain the specified text;
-sequence - keys sequence to send (for more information, visit 
http://www.advscheduler.com/docs/manual/type_sendkeys.htm).
Terminal Services: keys may be send only to the windows that are running on the same 
terminal session as this program.
Windows Vista and later: keys cannot be send to the windows that are running with higher 
privileges than this program.

--HTTP
-lang - langid (see below);
-url - URL to download (examples: http://www.advscheduler.com/index.html, 
https://www.paypal.com/, http://user:passwd@domain.name/index.php3);
-file - file name to store downloaded file;
-overwrite - overwrite already existing file;
-head - use HEAD method to get only HTTP headers;
-auth - username and password for HTTP authorization;
-authbase64 - base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited;
-POST -  the  full  data  to  post  in  an  HTTP  POST  operation  (for  example, 
"postvar1=value1&postvar2=value2&postvar3=value3"). You must make sure that the data 
is formatted the way you want the server to receive it. Most web servers will assume this 
data to be url-encoded. This POST is a normal application/x-www-form-urlencoded kind, 
which is the most commonly used one by HTML forms;
-proxy - proxy server address and port number;
-proxytype - type of the proxy server (HTTP or SOCKS4);
-proxyauth - username and password for the proxy server;
-proxyauthbase64 - base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited;
-useragent - user-agent name.

--FTP
-lang - langid (see below);
-upload - upload file(s) to remote directory;
-download - download file(s) from remote directory;
-folder - upload/download a directory;
-file - upload/download a file;
-remote - URL and remote directory or file name to download or upload (examples: 
ftp://ftp.funet.fi/, ftps://user:passwd@domain.name/, 
ftps://user:passwd@domain.name/readme.txt);
-local - local directory or file to download or upload;
-filemask - name (or wildcard) of file(s) to upload or download (folder only);
-overwrite - overwrite already existing file(s);
-passive - use passive mode (like WWW browsers);
-auth - username and password for FTP authorization;
-authbase64 - base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited;
-proxytunnel - tunneling proxy server address and port number;
-proxyauth - username and password for the proxy server;
-proxyauthbase64 - base64 encoded username and password, tab delimited.

--file
Command  line  will  be  read  from  the  specified  file.  Output  will  be  sent  to  stdout.  If 
command line is in Unicode Little Endian charset, the file must begin with "0xFF 0xFE".
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--pipe
Command  line  will  be  read  from  the  specified  named  pipe  (for  example, 
\\.\pipe\\mypipename). Output will be sent to the same named pipe. Command line must be 
terminated with the new line character "\n" (0x0A). If command line is in Unicode Little 
Endian charset, it must begin with "0xFF 0xFE".

--stdin
Command line will be read from stdin. Output will be sent to stdout. Command line must be 
terminated with the new line character "\n" (0x0A). If command line is in Unicode Little 
Endian charset, it must begin with "0xFF 0xFE".

If an argument contains spaces it must be enclosed in the quotes (").

Formats like "&0xhhhh;" are accepted, so to pass a quote mark, use "&0x22;". Note that 
"hhhh" is a hexadecimal value of a Unicode character.

Use -h or –-help option to display help information.

Use -l or –-lang option to display language identifiers (langid).

Troubleshooting
All users tasks

You have to be logged on as an administrator to configure tasks for all users. If you are 
not administrator, please use the current user tab to configure your personal tasks.

Service is not connected
Advanced Task Scheduler fails to connect its scheduling service.

If the Current user tab displays this message, then a error occurred during initialization 
of the scheduling thread. Please try to restart Advanced Task Scheduler.

If the All users tab displays this message, then please review Events Log form Control 
Panel | Administrative Tools. If service failed to start due to error, the error will be 
described there.

Advanced Task Scheduler service will not start when your trial period is expired.

If you still experiencing troubles please contact our support team by user form at http://
www.advscheduler.com/support.html or by email: support@advscheduler.com.

Please review Frequently Asked Questions for more troubleshooting tips.

Service is not started
Advanced Task Scheduler service is not started.

If the Current user tab displays this message, then an error occurred during initialization 
of the scheduling thread. Please try to restart Advanced Task Scheduler.

If the All users tab displays this message, then either Advanced task scheduler Service 
is not started or an error occurred during initialization of  Advanced task scheduler 
Service.
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To start Advanced task scheduler Service: select the  Preferences  command from the 
Options menu, then click  Install service button on the  Service tab of the appeared 
window.

If service is still not started after that, please review Events Log form Control Panel | 
Administrative Tools. If service failed to start due to error, the error will be described 
there.

Advanced Task Scheduler service will not start when your trial period is expired.

If you still experiencing troubles please contact our support team by user form at http://
www.advscheduler.com/support.html or by email: support@advscheduler.com.

Please review Frequently Asked Questions for more troubleshooting tips.

Service is disabled
Scheduling service is  disabled in  the Options  section  of the [Username]  tab of  the 
preferences window.

If service is  enabled,  but  some scheduled tasks  do not  work,  please  make  sure all 
additional  files  such  as  idletime.vxd,  advshutdown.dll,  advscheduler_broker.exe, 
advscheduler_procmd.exe  (Professional  Edition)  or  advscheduler_bsccmd.exe  (Basic 
Edition)  and  advscheduler_prosvc.exe  (Professional  Edition)  or 
advscheduler_bscsvc.exe  (Basic  Edition)  are  located  in  the  same  folder  as 
advscheduler_proadm.exe  (Professional  Edition)  or  advscheduler_bscadm.exe  (Basic 
Edition)  file. If Advanced Task Scheduler is started as service the reason why some 
scheduled tasks are not working should be recorded in the Events Log. 

System automatically enters sleep after waking from sleep
Windows Vista goes back to sleep or hibernate automatically after a specified period of 
time if you do not touch the mouse or keyboard. The default time is set to 120 seconds.

To change that value, open the REGEDIT tool, then select the following key:
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SYSTEM\CurrentControlSet\Control\Power\
PowerSettings\238C9FA8-0AAD-41ED-83F4-97BE242C8F20\
7bc4a2f9-d8fc-4469-b07b-33eb785aaca0\
DefaultPowerSchemeValues

The DefaultPowerSchemeValues key contains three subkeys, which correspond 
to Balanced,  High Performance,  and Power Saver options.  You need to  change the 
ACSettingIndex and DCSettingIndex values in all three keys. You can either 
set a period longer than the maximum anticipated duration of the run of the scheduled 
task or set 0 to turn off this feature.
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References
Power Policy Configuration and Deployment in Windows, from
http://www.microsoft.com/whdc/system/pnppwr/powermgmt/PMpolicy_Windows.msp
x 

Service Running as System Account Fails Accessing Network
When  an  application  is  started  using  the  system  account,  it  logs  on  with  null 
credentials. If it attempts to access a remote shared resource (using a null session), it 
fails. Service operations attempting to access server resources over the network receive 
errors such as the following:

Error 5: Access is denied.

When an application using the system account uses a UNC name to access a shared 
resource, the following error message is returned:

File Not Found 

To workaround this, you can modify the registry of each remote resource computer as 
follows: 

WARNINGS: 

• A  shared  resource  configured  in  this  manner  is  not  secure.  Microsoft  does  not 
recommend this configuration if null session security is a consideration. 

• Using the Registry Editor incorrectly can cause serious, system- wide problems that 
may  require  you  to  reinstall  Windows  NT  to  correct  them.  Microsoft  cannot 
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guarantee that any problems resulting from the use of the Registry Editor can be 
solved. Use this tool at your own risk. 

1. Start the registry editor, REGEDIT.EXE

2. From the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE subtree, go to the following key: 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Services\Lanma
nServer\Parameters\NullSessionShares

NOTE: NullSessionShares is type REG_MULTI_SZ

3. On a new line within the NullSessionShares key, type in the share you want to 
access with a null session (for example: "PUBLIC")

4. If your application uses Named Pipes and requires null session support.
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a. From the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE subtree, go to the following key: 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Services\Lanma
nServer\Parameters\NullSessionPipes

NOTE: NullSessionPipes is type REG_MULTI_SZ

b. On a new line within the NullSessionShares key, type in the pipe you want to 
access with a null session. 

5. Stop and restart the server.

See also Q124184 at Microsoft Support:

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/q124184/

Copyright © 2002-2010 Southsoftware.com. All rights reserved.
www.southsoftware.com www.advscheduler.com
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